
4th Sunday of Easter - B 
 

The Resurrection as a Present Reality 

One thing that today’s readings all have in common is 
the invitation to recognize Christ’s resurrection as a 
reality that transforms how we live and how we serve 
others every day.   

A Belief Not Held by All Christians 

That’s not a foregone conclusion.  We live in a 
country where many of our fellow Christians 
worshiping in other denominations think of the 
resurrection more as a guarantee of salvation that only 
comes into effect when we die and come before the 
judgment seat of God. 

Easter and Pentecost Cannot Be Separated 

But the resurrection cannot be divorced from the 
working of the Holy Spirit, and that working begins 
already in this world, and powerfully!  In the first 
reading Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit.  And its by 
virtue of the Holy Spirit’s empowerment that he 
speaks so boldly and directly to the rulers, elders and 
scribes in Jerusalem.  And it’s not only Peter. The 
entire Christian movement is propelled forward by the 
dynamism that the Holy Spirit brings to the hearts of 
the faithful. 
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The Church’s Ministry is Actually the Ministry of 
the Risen Lord 

In today’s reading we hear Peter interpreting for those 
in authority what is actually occurring:  He is not 
healing based on powers that come from himself.  
Instead, he points out in no uncertain terms that the 
power to heal came from Jesus Christ: “In his name 
this man stands before you healed.” 

Resurrection is Already Bringing Salvation 

The salvation that is a consequence and benefit of 
Christ’s resurrection is already having its effect. 

The Children of God Could Face a Lack of 
Understanding 

The passage we hear today from the First letter of 
John speaks of what it means to be children of God 
and acknowledges the likelihood that such children 
might have to contend with a world that lacks 
understanding.   

Peter’s Speech Acknowledges That 

It offers a reminder that echoes Peter’s speech:  The 
world did not know Christ, so it might not recognize 
his followers.  The working of the Holy Spirit remains 
incomprehensible to those who remain closed to it.  
Only by opening ourselves to grace can we begin to 
have an affinity for what God is doing in the world. 
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The Good Shepherd Imagery:  A Willing and 
Selfless Investment  

In the Gospel for today Jesus uses the story of the 
Good Shepherd as a means for teaching his followers 
the meaning of his forthcoming death.  Unlike the 
person hired to watch over the flocks, a good shepherd 
watches and is willing to give his life to protect his 
sheep. 

The shepherd is personally invested in the safety and 
well-being of the flock.  They belong to him.  They 
are his. 

Jesus emphasizes the selflessness of the shepherd, 
insisting that he protects his flocks willingly: “No one 
takes life from me, but I lay it down on my own.”   

Both a Sign of Love and Devotion and a Revelation 
of Relationship 

Jesus’ sacrifice is a sign of his love and devotion to 
the world.  It is also a revelation of his relationship to 
the Father: “This is why the Father loves me…I have 
the power to lay life down again, and power to take it 
up again.  This command I received from my Father.” 
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Within the Two Poles of the Season the Spirit 
Moves 

As we continue through the Easter season and 
approach the feast of Pentecost, we have a chance to 
let the movement of the Holy Spirit have an impact on 
our lives in the here and now.  We might find 
ourselves being moved to freely and willingly make 
sacrifices for the sake of the cause that Christ died for:  
That everyone would know the truth about God’s love 
and that the Truth would set us free.   

That’s where this whole thing is headed, because in 
the end, God will be all in all. 


